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Introduction 

Good planning takes time! It’s best to begin at least 12 to 18 

months before your child enters kindergarten, and even earlier if 

you want your child to go to the same pre-primary and primary 

school or to a private school. It is important to realise that not only 

do you need time to think about your choices, but schools also need 

time to prepare for your child’s enrolment. 
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Remember the choice you make at 

this stage relates to your current 

circumstances and is the best decision 

at the time. This is not a commitment 

for all of your child’s school years; 

your situation can change in later 

years and it may result in you 

choosing a different option. 

What do You Want for Your Child?
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“My son, Joel, was three years old 

when he contracted a viral infection 

which left him with multiple 

disabilities. My husband and I spent 

many hours talking and thinking about 

what the future held for Joel.  

Education was a major concern. I felt 

Joel needed a lot of individual 

attention.  Speech and physiotherapy 

were very important to us. We chose 

an education support school, as I was 

confident this school would give Joel 

the best start in life.”  

Lisa 

What Choices Do You Have? 
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“At my daughter’s diagnosis of 

profound deafness, one of my first 

thoughts was of schooling. At first we 

thought that the only option would be 

a special school. As time went on we 

discovered many options which only 

made the decision more difficult. We 

decided we wanted her to integrate 

into a regular school. I investigated 

our local primary school, which I had 

thought was too big with 

approximately 900 children. To my 

surprise the Principal and staff were 

only too keen to accommodate my 

daughter. The school was very 

welcoming and I decided this is where 

I wanted her to go to school.” 

Kylie 
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“Home schooling has proved to be the 

most successful option for our son who 

has mild Autism. We feel that being 

at home with parents, siblings and 

friends is the best place to teach 

social skills, such as kindness, 

helpfulness, sharing and friendly 

competitiveness. His success in 

reading and comprehension has been 

an added bonus.” Caroline 
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Have? What Choices Do You Have? 
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Have? Making a Decision 
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Have? You’ve Made a Decision 

“Give yourself plenty of time to explore schools, both local and other 

surrounding schools. Visit the school, look at other children, make an 

appointment to see the Principal and ask to meet the teacher(s) 

likely to be involved with your child.” 

Kate 
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“During your initial visit with the Principal ask him/her what the 

school may offer your child. Give the Principal your child’s 

background information and discuss your child’s strengths as well as 

any learning difficulties. Some Principals may be more 

knowledgeable than others regarding children with special needs. 

Offer any assistance to the Principal and state your child’s needs 

positively. I always present myself as an integral part of the school 

team as well as Alex’s parent. Discuss plans for your child’s 

transition and participation. State clearly your child’s learning 

methods and ask if the teachers and aide may use your preferred 

techniques, such as, direct instruction with reinforcement. 

Kate 
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Have? 
 

Experiencing Difficulties? 
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Remember – think ahead, but don’t cross 

bridges before you come to them.  

Anticipation is often worse than reality! 

“We decided that we wanted our daughter to integrate into a 

regular school. We approached the local catholic school. We were not 

accepted into this school which I took personally, only to find a 

friend’s hearing son was also not accepted, so places it seems 

really were full.” 

Kylie 
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“We have four children and our third 

child has Down Syndrome. We registered 

her with the Disability Services 

Commission when she was about six 

months old and for the last five years 

she has received a variety of individual 

and small group programs. The therapy 

from DSC and early intervention has 

been a strong factor in her ability to 

cope in the mainstream school 

environment. I found these to be of 

immense help, both to our daughter’s 

development and to us as parents.” 

Gina 

Have? Support Services 
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Have? Family and Individual Supports 
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“Once your child has begun school, be proactive!! I have a close 

working relationship with Alex’s assistant and teachers. This way I 

can support them and prevent small problems from becoming major 

disasters. I try and support Alex’s teachers and assistant in all 

ways possible. Because they are doing a good job I like to 

remember to tell them so occasionally!” 

Kate 

Have? Other Points of Interest 
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Have? A Checklist for Parents:
Things to Consider when Enrolling my Child 
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